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M E E T  T H E  E X E C U T I V E . . .

MATIAS PINTO
President

GILBERT SPOONER
1st Vice President

A t  t h e  2 6 t h  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  G r e n a d a  i n
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 ,  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o f  t h e
b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  t h a t  M a t i a s  P i n t o ,  t h e  1 s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,
w o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  y e a r s .  T h i s
d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  a f t e r  t h e  o u t g o i n g  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  c o -
f o u n d e r ,  P h i l i p  M i l l i k e n ,  o f f i c i a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t
f r o m  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a f t e r  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  y e a r s  o f  u n b r o k e n
s e r v i c e .  H o w e v e r ,  P h i l i p  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e r v e  a s  a n  e x -
o f f i c i o  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  r e g r e t  t o  i n f o r m  M r .  P i n t o  h a s  r e s i g n e d
f r o m  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  M o l i n o s  d e l  O z a m a .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  h e  w i l l
n o  l o n g e r  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  e f f e c t
f r o m  m i d - F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  n e w s  c a m e  a s  a  g r e a t  s h o c k
a n d  w a s  u n f o r e s e e n ,  b u t  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  w i l l  d o  i t s  b e s t  t o
h a n d l e  t h e  m a t t e r  s m o o t h l y  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  c o n t i n u e d
s u c c e s s  a n d  g r o w t h .   W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  b e s t
w i s h e s  t o  M r  P i n t o  i n  h i s  f u t u r e  e n d e a v o u r s .
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D e a r  M e m b e r s  a n d  F r i e n d s

I  t r u s t  y o u ’ r e  h a v i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d
p r o d u c t i v e  2 0 2 4  –  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  r e g i o n
e x p e r i e n c e d  a n  o p t i m i s t i c  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f
2 0 2 4  f i l l e d  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a s  m o s t
m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e
e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y  s i n c e  t h e  n e g a t i v e
f a l l o u t  f r o m  t h e  C O V I D  p a n d e m i c .  T h i s
i m p r o v e d  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n  h a s  b e e n
c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d  b y  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o f
i n f l a t i o n ,  t h e  w a r  i n  U k r a i n e  a n d  t h e  G a z a
c o n f l i c t ,  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e v e r b e r a t e
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  L e t ’ s  n o t  f o r g e t  t h e
a c u t e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  t u r m o i l
t h a t  h a s  g r i p p e d  o u r  m e m b e r  c o u n t r y  o f
H a i t i .   W e  s h o u l d  k e e p  H a i t i  i n  o u r  p r a y e r s
t h a t  t h e r e  b e  a  s p e e d y  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e
c u r r e n t  c r i s i s .

A  t h r e a t  c l o s e r  t o  h o m e  i s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l
e n t r y  o f  w h e a t  f l o u r  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  T u r k e y
a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  a t t e m p t s  t o  h a v e  U k r a i n e
w h e a t  f l o u r  p e n e t r a t e  o u r  r e g i o n a l  m a r k e t .   
T h i s  t h r e a t  p o s e s  a  c h a l l e n g e  w h i c h
n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n
c o n t i n u o u s l y  m o n i t o r  t h e  r e g i o n a l  t r a d i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s
k e e p  a  w a t c h f u l  e y e  o u t  f o r  f o r e i g n
p r o d u c t s ,  t o  g u a r d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  o u r
m i l l i n g  i n d u s t r y  a n d  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e
e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e
C a r i b b e a n  r e g i o n .   

 

I n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3  t h e  2 6 t h  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l
M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C M A  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  “ S p i c e
I s l e ”  o f  G r e n a d a  w i t h  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  I ’ d  l i k e
t o  t h a n k  a l l  m e m b e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s  w h o  m a d e
i t  t o  t h e  e v e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h o s t  c o u n t r y
f o r  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  o t h e r
c o u r t e s i e s .   W e  n o w  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h a v i n g
a  s i m i l a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n t  i n  t h i s  y e a r ’ s
h o s t  c o u n t r y  o f  S t .  V i n c e n t  a n d  t h e
G r e n a d i n e s  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 4 .  

F i n a l l y ,  I  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  t h e
i m m e d i a t e  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C M A ,  M r .
P h i l i p  M i l l i k e n ,  f o r  h i s  s t e l l a r  s e r v i c e  a n d
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  M r .  M i l l i k e n
w h o  w a s  t h e  C o m m e r c i a l  M a n a g e r  a t  A D M
B e l i z e  M i l l s  L i m i t e d ,  r e t i r e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 .

S i n c e r e l y
G i l b e r t  S p o o n e r
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M E E T  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  C O N T ’ D . . .

CHARLES LEGAULT
2nd Vice President

G o o d  d a y  f e l l o w  m e m b e r s ,  

I ,  C h a r l e s  L e g a u l t ,  a m  h o n o r e d  t o  h a v e
b e e n  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  2 n d  V i c e
P r e s i d e n t  ( V P )  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  C a r i b b e a n
M i l l e r s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( C M A )  m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n
G r e n a d a  i n  D e c e m b e r  o f  2 0 2 3 .

I  h o p e  t h a t  i n  m y  r o l e  a s  2 n d  V P ,  m y
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e
t o  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  w e
w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  w o r k  o n  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e
p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  b y  o u r  m e m b e r s .  

A  m a j o r  i s s u e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  r e c e n t
m e e t i n g s  i s  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  i m p o r t e d  g o o d s
l i k e  p a s t a ,  c o o k i e s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s
c o m i n g  f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e
l o c a l  p r o d u c e r s  w h o  a r e  m a k i n g  a n d  a r e
r e a d y  t o  s u p p l y  q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t s  f r o m
w i t h i n  o u r  o w n  b o r d e r s ,  h o w  c a n  w e
i n c r e a s e  p u r c h a s e s  o f  l o c a l  g o o d s ?  L e t ’ s
e x p l o r e  t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  

M a n y a n  I n c  h a s  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
C M A  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  a n d  a s  m e m b e r s h i p
a n d  m e m b e r s  h a v e  g r o w n  a n d  e v o l v e d ,  s o
h a v e  w e .   I ,  m y s e l f  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  f o r
M a n y a n  I n c .  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 0 ,  l e a r n i n g
a b o u t  y o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r
a n d  o n l y  s t a r t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g s
a f t e r  o u r  C E O ,  P e t e r  Y a n o f s k y ,  a p p o i n t e d
m e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  M a n y a n  I n c .  M y  v a s t
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  p r i n t i n g
i n d u s t r y ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  l a t e  7 0 ' s  h a s

h e l p e d  m e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w h e n  I
t r a n s i t i o n e d  t o  t h e  b a g  p a c k a g i n g  i n d u s t r y .
P r i n t i n g  o n  b a g s  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  p r i n t i n g  o n
p a p e r ,  e x c e p t  i t  i s  s l i g h t l y  m o r e
c h a l l e n g i n g  d u e  t h e  t e x t u r e  o f  w o v e n
p o l y p r o p y l e n e  b a g s .   I t  i s  n o w  n e a r i n g  2 4
y e a r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f
s e r v i c i n g  t h e  F E E D  a n d  F L O U R  i n d u s t r y  i n
S o u t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  i s l a n d s
w i t h  M a n y a n  I n c .  a n d  i t  i s  a l w a y s  a
p l e a s u r e  m e e t i n g  e v e r y o n e .

W e  a r e  p r o u d  t o  b e  a  s u p p l i e r  t o  m a n y  o f
o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  o u r
o f f e r  o f  s e r v i c e s  b y  l e t t i n g  y o u  k n o w  t h a t
w e  p r i n t  o n  a n d  s u p p l y  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t
t y p e s  o f  b a g s  s u c h  a s  l a m i n a t e d  a n d
u n l a m i n a t e d  p i l l o w  a n d  g u s s e t  s t y l e  b a g s ,
B O P P  b a g s ,  p a p e r  p o l y  b a g s ,  b u l k  /  t o t e
b a g s  ( F I B C s  f o r  ½  t o n  o r  m o r e ) .  I f  w e  c a n
b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e ,  w e  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d
t o  h e l p .  

I  w o u l d  o n c e  a g a i n  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r
t h e  d i s t i n c t  h o n o r  a n d  p r i v i l e g e  b e s t o w e d
u p o n  m e  a s  n e w l y  a p p o i n t e d  2 n d  V i c e
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  e s t e e m e d  C a r i b b e a n
M i l l e r s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
s e e i n g  w h a t  w e  c a n  a c c o m p l i s h  t o g e t h e r .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,
C h a r l e s  L e g a u l t
 

T H E  S E C R E T A R I A T  W O U L D  L I K E  T O
E X P R E S S  H E A R T F E L T  G R A T I T U D E  T O  T H E
F O L L O W I N G  S P O N S O R S  W H O  M A D E  T H E

2 6 T H  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  I N
G R E N A D A  A  S U C C E S S .

2023 SPONSORS

Buhler Inc.                                                                           PLATINUM
East Caribbean Group of Companies                         SILVER
Engrain                                                                                 SILVER
Jamaica Flour Mills                                                           PLATINUM
Manyan                                                                                SILVER
Molinos del Ozama                                                          GOLD
Muehlenchemie GmbH & Co. KG                                 SILVER
National Milling Company of Guyana                       GOLD
Pinnacle Feeds                                                                   SILVER
Viserion Grain                                                                    GOLD



AN INSIDE LOOK OF
WHAT CAN HAPPEN...
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Imperative

It is important for everyone to prioritize safety by following procedures
and ensuring they are implemented by all members involved. 

Recently I came across a story by the Associated Press which involved
the sentencing of two (2) former Didion Milling officials in a Wisconsin
corn plant blast. Both were sentenced to two years by a federal judge for
falsifying records and obstructing the investigation of a fatal corn dust
explosion which occurred seven (7) years ago.
U.S. District Judge James Peterson sentenced Didion Millings’ Vice
President of Operations and the company’s former Food Safety
Superintendent for their convictions last October 2023 on multiple safety,
environmental and fraud charges.

Additionally, there were at least five (5) Didion employees who pleaded
guilty to or were convicted of charges that included concealing
environmental violations, lying to investigators and falsifying cleaning
logs.

This explosion unfortunately took the lives of 5 individuals in 2017 at the
company’s Cambria corn mill. I hasten to point out we will never see or be
aware of the magnitude of this great loss to these 5 families that were
gravely affected in the years ahead. What can be done is to learn from
this unfortunate incident and put into place all the necessary precursors
to avoid this or any similar incidences at our place of work. 

Question - Are you ready to embrace safety as a way of life? Let's make
sure we always put safety first and keep ourselves and those around us
protected and secure. 

Remember, safety is not just a habit, it's a mindset.

(Source: Office of Public Affairs U.S. Dept. of Justice)
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STRUCTURAL DAMAGE 
EARTHQUAKE (JAMAICA)

AFTER

BEFORE

Monday, 30 Oct. 2023 Jamaica: magnitude 5.4
earthquake

In October of last year, the island of Jamaica was hit by a
powerful earthquake that occurred around 10:57 a.m.
Fortunately, there were no reports of injuries, but the
building (refer to attached pictures) that houses CMA's
secretariat suffered severe damage. Despite this setback,
the Association's work continues for the time being.
However, the building had to be vacated and is currently
considered unsafe.

 (Amateur photographer: Pictures taken 30-Oct-2023)



Welcome to the team..

Welcome to the team..

In October 2023, CMA welcomed a new
Associate Member from the U.S.A.  Please
allow me to introduce Viserion Grain.
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B R I E F  H I S T O R Y / I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T
V I S E R I O N .

F o u n d e d  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  V i s e r i o n  i s  a  g l o b a l
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b a s e d  i n
B o u l d e r ,  C O .  V i s e r i o n  b e g a n  a s  a  h i g h l y
e x p e r i e n c e d  m a n a g e d  f u t u r e s  a n d  o p t i o n s
t r a d i n g  t e a m  t h a t  p r e v i o u s l y  m a n a g e d
g r a i n / o i l s e e d  t r a d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r
g l o b a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i r m s .  F r o m  2 0 2 0  –
2 0 2 3 ,  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n s  a n d
i n t e g r a t i o n s ,  V i s e r i o n  h a s  g r o w n  i n t o  a
g l o b a l  e x p o r t e r ,  f e e d  m i l l e r ,  a n d  c r u s h e r
o f  g r a i n s  a n d  o i l s e e d s .

•  C O M P A N Y ' S  S O C I A L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y .

C O M P A N Y  V A L U E S :
 

A n n u a l  S c h o o l  S u p p l i e s  D r i v e :  E v e r y  y e a r  w e  h o l d  a  c a m p a i g n  f o r  e m p l o y e e s  t o  d o n a t e  t i m e ,
m o n e y ,  r e s o u r c e s  t o  h e l p  f a m i l i e s  i n  n e e d  w i t h  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  b a c k - t o - s c h o o l
s u p p l i e s .  

K r u s e  W e s t e r n  R e n e w a b l e  F u e l s :  I n  2 0 2 0  w e  b e g a n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  o u r  f i r s t  C N G  f a c i l i t y ,
w h i c h  u s e s  m e t h a n e  f r o m  t h e  d a i r y  w a s t e  p o o l s  a n d  r e f i n e s  i t  i n t o  C N G  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  t r u c k s
i n  C e n t r a l  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  f u e l  u p  o n .  W e s t e r n  M i l l i n g  c o n v e r t e d  n e a r l y  1 0 0 %  o f  i t ’ s  t r u c k i n g
f l e e t  t o  R e n e w a b l e  C N G .  W e  a l s o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  s e v e r a l  F o r t u n e  5 0 0  c o m p a n i e s  t o  s u p p l y  t h e i r
c o m m e r c i a l  t r u c k s  i n  C e n t r a l  C a l i f o r n i a .

D e l i v e r i n g  R N G  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  C N G :  W e  p r o u d l y  s o u r c e  R e n e w a b l e  N a t u r a l  G a s  ( R N G )  f r o m
S a n  J o a q u i n  V a l l e y  d a i r i e s  w h i c h  c a p t u r e  m e t h a n e  a n d  d i r e c t  i t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,
r e p u r p o s i n g  i t  a s  a  c l e a n ,  g r e e n  e n e r g y  s o u r c e .  T h i s  c a r b o n  n e g a t i v e  f u e l ,  u s e d  a s
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f u e l  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  C o m p r e s s e d  N a t u r a l  G a s  ( C N G ) ,  i s  a n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e
q u e s t i o n  o f  b o t h  a f f o r d a b i l i t y  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .

            
Con t ’ d . . . . .
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A w a r d s / R e c o g n i t i o n s  R e c e i v e d

•  I n  2 0 1 9  W e s t e r n  M i l l i n g ’ s  G o s h e n  F a c i l i t y  w a s  n a m e d  F e e d  F a c i l i t y  o f  t h e  y e a r  b y
t h e  A m e r i c a n  F e e d  I n d u s t r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A F I A )
h t t p s : / / m i l l i n g a n d g r a i n . c o m / a f i a - a n n o u n c e s - 2 0 1 9 - f e e d - f a c i l i t y - o f - t h e - y e a r -
c a t e g o r y - w i n n e r s - 2 1 7 0 1 /

•  I n  2 0 2 3 ,  W e s t e r n  M i l l i n g ’ s  C E O  C h a d  P i n t e r  w a s  n a m e d  C E O  M o n t h l y ’ s  C E O  o f  t h e
y e a r
h t t p s : / / w w w . c e o - r e v i e w . c o m / w i n n e r s / w e s t e r n - m i l l i n g /

•  V i s e r i o n  G r a i n  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  N A E G A  ( N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  E x p o r t  G r a i n  A s s o c i a t i o n ) ,
w i t h  P a t r i c k  H a r t  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  N A E G A  B o a r d .

Q u o t e  f r o m  E l i a n  C E O  A n d r e s  M a r t i n :

“ S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  o u r  c o r e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  v a l u e ,  a n d  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  s t r a t e g i c  a s s e t  –  c o u p l e d  w i t h
V i s e r i o n ’ s  s c a l e ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  –  w i l l  a l l o w  u s  t o  b e t t e r  a l i g n  o u r  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  c o n s u m e r s  a n d
f o o d  s y s t e m  t r e n d s ,  e n h a n c e  E u r o p e a n  f o o d  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  r e s i s t  s u p p l y  c h a i n  d i s r u p t i o n s . ”

209 Windward Road, Kingston 2, Jamaica W.I.
Telephone No. (876) 216-4965 (short-term)
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday

                 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

            caribmill@cwjamaica.com
            https://caribmillers.com
              https://www.facebook.com/pages/Caribbean-Millers-Association/1451227995105625

 Secretariat Contact


